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PRINCIPAL’S NOTE

| am very happy to know that our final Semester Students
of Education Honours are going to publish an Online
Students Magazine. | wish the publication a great success.
| also appreciated the idea of publishing online magazine
by the final Semester Students of the Department of
Education every year.

| am happy to see all faculty members are encouraging
students to think and write.

My best wishes to all our students for a healthy, happy
and bright future.
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From the Department of Education

Department of Education, Basanti Devi College, had
a plan of publishing Online Students’ Magazine every
year by the Education Honours students of Final
Semester. This plan could be realised through
relentless support and enthusiasm of our Respected
Principal, Dr.Indrila Guha. The students of Education
Honours Final Semester as well as the Ex-students of
the department have participated enthusiastically in
this venture and contributed various articles and
posters. The Theme of the students’ online magazine,
2021 is Women Education. This e-magazine has
given a vent to their shades of creativity. As they leave
their beloved college in pursuit of higher studies or
vocations, we wish all our students a bright future and
hope they develop into self — empowered individuals




3 years Education Honours Program started from the year 2004.

Alumni of the Department of Education

Year of Pass
Sl.no Name out with Qualification Present Status
Education
Honours
from the
college
1 Sharmistha Mukherjee 2007 MA, B.Ed, M.Phil. SACT
Basanti Devi College
2. Jyotsna Biswas 2007 MA, B.Ed, M.Phil Assistant Teacher
UGC-NET(2017) Chumpalashi H.S. School
38 Safali Mondal 2008 MA, B.Ed Assistant Teacher
Arambagh H.S. School
4. Pronomi Bhadra 2008 MA, B.Ed SACT
Maheshtala College
5 Nafisa Khatun 2009 MA, B.Ed, M.Phil Assistant Professor
UGC-NET(2012) Dumdum Motijhil Robindro
Pursuing Ph.D. Mabhavidyalaya
6. Swagata Gupta 2009 MA, B.Ed, M.Phil Assistant Professor
UGC-NET(2017) Shyamaprosad Institute of Education
& Training(B.Ed. College)
7. Pradipta Bhadra 2009 MA, B.Ed Assistant Professor
Deptt of Education
Pailan Group of Institutions
8. Snahomita Sarkar 2009 MA, B.Ed Assistant Teacher
St. Thomas Memorial H.S. School,
Budge Budge
9. Nibedita Sarkar 2010 MA, B.Ed. ,M.Ed. SACT
Behala College
10. Deboshmita Saha 2010 MA,B.Ed SACT
Sishubikash College of Education
11. Debapriya Dey 2010 MA, B.Ed. ,M.Ed Assistant Professor,
Vidyasagar Teachers Training
Institute, Bishnupur
12 Sharmistha Bhattacharya 2011 MA, B.Ed, M.Phil SACT
Bangabasi College
13. Samarpita Chowdhury 2011 MA, B.Ed SACT
Sishubikash College of Education
14. Aditi Dey 2012 MA, B.Ed SACT
Matiaburuj College
15 Ipsita Das 2012 MA, B.Ed Lecturer (Contractual)
Vidyasagar Bani Bhawan Primary
Teachers Training Institute.
16 Nandita Naskar 2012 MA, B.Ed Indian Railway, Gorbeta
17. Sreyashi Chakraborty 2012 MA, B.Ed Sr. Officer
Information Technology &
Educational Consultancy




Year of Pass

Sl.no Name out from the Quialification Present Status
college
18.
Poonam Das 2014 MA, B.Ed Waiting for final Sem Result(M.Ed)
19. Sushmita Das 2014 MA, B.Ed, Assistant Professor
UGC-NET-2018 Sundorban Mahavidyalaya
20. Trisha Chakraborty 2016 MA MA(SW) Part Time Teacher
Robindro Balika Vidyapith
21. Swapna Das 2016 MA, B.Ed Part Time Teacher
Batanagar Boys’ School
22. Shreya Paramanya 2017 MA, UGC-NET- Pursuing Ph.D. from Jadavpur
JRF(2020) University
23. Moumita Naskar 2017 MA, UGC-NET- Applied for Assistant
JRF(2020) Professorship(wbcsc)
24 Taniya Biswas 2018 M.A(C.U) Waiting for M.A final Sem Result
25 Ankita Sen 2018 M.A(C.U) Waiting for M.A final Sem Result
26 Nilanjana Dutta 2018 M.A(C.U) Waiting for.M.A. final Sem Result
27 Rittika Das 2018 M.A(C.U) Waiting for M.A. final Sem Result
28 Moumita Dutta 2018 M.A(Fakir Chand Waiting for M.A.final Sem Result
College)
29 Dipika Mondal 2018 M.A(Fakir Chand Waiting for M.A final Sem Result
College)
30 Pryanka Ghosh 2018 MA (RBU, Distance | Waiting for M.A. final Sem Result
& Online Education)
31 Priyanka Roy 2018 MA (RBU, Distance | Waiting for M.A. final Sem Result
& Online Education)
32 Poulami Biswas 2020 BA(Hons) Pursuing MA from Jadavpur
University
33 Labani Halder 2020 BA(Hons) Pursuing MA from Calcutta
University
34 Jayasree Mondal 2020 BA(Hons) Pursuing MA from Calcutta

University
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Sreyashi Chakroborty
Ex-Student, Dept. of Education, BDC
Year of Pass out--2012

Raja Ram Mohan Roy--A Great Benefactor of Women

Raja Ram Mohan Roy is regarded as the father of the Modern Indian Renaissance due to the
remarkable changes he instituted in 18th and 19th century India. During the late 18th century
(known as the Dark Age), Bengali society was burdened with several wicked rituals and
regulations. Extensive rituals and rigid moral codes were imposed, which were mostly adapted
and translated wrongly from ancient cultures. Child marriage, polygamy, and Sati were
common practices that harmed women in society. The Sati Pratha was the evilest of these
traditions. The ritual involved widows self-immolating at their husband’s funeral pyre. Young
girls were married to much older men in exchange for a dowry so that these men could gain the
karmic rewards of their wives” Sati sacrifice.

Raja Ram Mohan Roy opposed to this cruel and barbaric Sati Pratha and spoke out against it.
He presented his ideas to the East India Company’s higher —ups. Lord Bentinck, the then
Governor- General, sympathized with Roy’s feelings and intentions, and the Bengal Sati
Regulation Act, 1829 was passed despite much outrage from the orthodox religious community.
The act prohibited the art of Sati Daha in Bengal Province and anybody caught doing so would
face punishment. Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s efforts led to the abolishment of the Sati System in
India.

His contributions have helped in the abolition of the purdah system and child marriage.
He advocated the abolition of polygamy and wanted women to be educated and given the right
to inherit property.. He founded Brahmo Samaj in 1828 in Calcutta as a reformist movement.
The Brahma Samaj did great service in removing the popular prejudices against the education
of women which was very much prevalent in the Hindu society. As one of the most progressive
reformist’s movements in India, Brahma Samaj supported women empowerment by advocating
against child marriages, polygamy practice of Sati and mistreatment of widows in India.

Raja Ram Mohan was one of the earliest Indians to realize that India’s greatest need was a
Synthesis of Eastern and Western cultures. At the same time, he understood that the Indian
mind had rusted very considerably on account of its isolation and realized that contact with
Western Literature and Science alone could regenerate oriental culture, correct its follies and
contribute to it the essential qualities which are lacked. In field of education, Ram Mohan was
one of the first thinkers in India to realize the value of Western Science, and thought. He
created major opinion in favor of the English education that could generate a sense of unity
among the Indian educated youths.

His name will be remembered as a great benefactor of women, not only for helping to end the
tradition of Sati but also for speaking out against child marriage and polygamy, as well as for
urging equal inheritance rights for women.




Raja Ram Mohan Roy
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Sabitri Dehuri
Education honours

6th Semester
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Piu Pramanik
6™ Semester
B.A Education Hons

Basanti Devi College
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Prity Mondal
Education honours
6th Semester




Taniya Biswas ( ex student )
Department of education
Year of Passout - 2019
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EDUCATION FOR WOMEN IN INDIA

Educating women is the first and the most important step towards women empowerment. An
educated women is aware of her rights and can fight for herself. Savitribai Phule is one of the
pioneers of the feminist movement in India. She started the first-ever school for girls in India in
1848 at Bhide Wada, Pune.

Even after the Indian government's strong commitment to public education, India still has one of
Asia's lowest female literacy rates. India's female literacy rate of 65.6 percent is substantially
lower than the global average of 79.7%. The situation is much worse in rural regions, where fewer
females attend school than boys and the dropout rate among girls is alarming. There are many
reasons for the low female literacy rate in India, but the most important reasons are Poverty and
the Patriarchal mindset of the Indian society.

A woman's lack of knowledge has a negative impact on her children’s health and well-being.
llliterate women have a high risk of fertility and death, poor nutritional status, little economic
capacity, and minimal family autonomy, according to several studies. In the family, society, and
country, educated women are the true cause of happiness. It is claimed that teaching a man just
educates a man, but educating a woman educates the entire family and hence the entire nation
in a single day.

Many programs have been launched in India for women education, for example Sarwa Shiksha
Abhiyan, Indira Mahila Yojana, Balika Samridhi Yojana, Rashtriya Mahila Kosh, Mahila Samridhi
Yojana, Employment and Income Generating Training-cum-Production Centres, Programme of
Development of Women and Children in rural areas, Short Stay Home for Women and Girls, etc.
Though the situation is getting better with time, we still have a long way to go. The most
important step is spreading awareness among the people.*
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WOMEN EDUCATION IN INDIA

“TEACHING YOUNG LADIES CAN GIVE NUMEROUS NOTABLE PIONEERS TO THE
NATION.”

Empowerment can be viewed as means of creating a social environment in which one can make
decisions and make choices either individually or collectively for social transformation.
Empowering women has become the focus of considerable discussion and attention all over the
world. Today we enjoy the benefits of being citizens of a free nation, but we really need to think
whether each of the citizens of our country is really free or enjoying freedom, in the true sense of
the term. The inequalities between men and women and discrimination against women are an
age-old issue all over the world.

Women's education is necessary for the growth of any country. Patriarchy is the root cause;
many did not believe in educating women, preferably a female child was seen as a burden, and
getting her married was only way. Savitrirao Phule and Jyotiba Phule were advocates for
women's education and set up an institution for girls in 1848. Female literacy rate has improved
from 8.9% in 1951 to 65.5% in 2011, but still, it is below the world average 79.7%.

Women education in Bengal and India lagged significantly behind the great strides taking place
like the Bengali Renaissance and the opening of the universities of Calcutta, Bombay, and
Madras. However, for women, the mainstream Hindu society was mired in prejudices and
superstitions. For girls to be married off by the age twelve or thirteen, receiving an education was
often considered an anathema, sometimes even a sin. But by the middle of the nineteenth
century, liberal Indian minds (obviously men) imbued with western thoughts and values started
feeling the serious deficiency. Some of these men, among the British administrators, also felt the
need to spread women's education.

Indian society seems to have always been riddled with bewildering contrasts: the opulence and
development of Mumbai and Bangalore with poverty in rural India: the high philosophy of the
Vedanta with the pervasive idolatry, superstitions, and rampant caste prejudices: the widespread
Islamophobia with our past two Muslim Presidents. The history of women's education is another
example. Most of our grandmothers in the early parts of the twentieth century were married off
by the age of twelve or thirteen, putting an end to their formal education. In sharp contrast, many
of our grandfathers were college educated ~ some were lawyers or doctors. Yet, a generation
before that, in 1882, Chandramukhi Basu and Kadambini Ganguly, passed the examination of the
bachelor’s degree in arts from University of Calcutta in India. Their formal degrees were handed
during the convocation of the University in 1883, They were the first two graduates of the entire
British Empire, which includes the United Kingdom. (Some interesting facts on this issue are




presented in the Appendix at the end of the article.) The first woman graduate from Bombay
University was Cornelia Sorabjee in 1888.

Women's education is essential in urban and rural areas. The education of women will help to
remove the social stigma that surrounds it. It is the key to eliminating social evils such as female
infanticide, dowry, child marriage, harassment, etc. This will not just help the women of today
but of the future generations who can live in a world where gender equality exists. A better social
status and gaining the respect of their families and peers is another reason why they must be
educated. Through education, they become aware of their rights. They can contribute to the
household financially and have a higher standard of living.

Educating women makes them aware on taking care of their health and hygiene. Women can add
to the workforce, and this contribution will reflect on the country’s economy. Empowering
women helps in the development of the nation.

The government, over the years, has introduced many schemes to promote women's education in
India. Some of the programs are:

1. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Yojana

2. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

3. Rashtriya Mahila Kosh

4, Mahila Shakti Kendra

However, times are changing, and today the demand for education is higher. Women's Education
in India is essential to remove the social evils that prevent them from getting an education.
Through education, they can learn about how to take care of their health and hygiene. They can
start working and earn money, which will improve their standard of living. Education also
contributes to the growth and development of India. Education for women in cities and villages
is essential. International Literacy Day is commemorated all over the world, including India, on
September 8th.
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EFFECTS OF KANYASHREE PRAKALPA ON GIRL STUDENTS
IN WEST BENGAL

The main aim of democratic state is to look after the well being of the society as well as to remove
gender indiscrimination and economic disparity among its people. The West Bengal government
has added a new dimension to women education and empowerment by introducing Kanyashree
Prakalpa. Every year 14th Augustis celebrated as "kanyashree Day".It also aims at
preventing child marriage at an early age. The aforesaid prakalpa was launched on 1st October,
2013 under the inspiration of Smt. Mamata Banerjee, the chief minister of West Bengal.As per
prohibition of child marriage act 2006, the boys' legal age of marriage is 21 and the girls'is 18. But
the girl child is destined to be married at an early age in a patriarchal society like ours. Being the
victim of gender discrimination, the girl child is more vulnerable to mental and physical
torture than the male one. It is observed that the girl child is deprived of her right to education
and even falls victim of sex abuse due to marriage at early age. Not only that but she has also to
face premature pregnancy which exercises immense negative impact on their physical and
mental well-being. As a result they become victim of malnutrition which adversely affects the
next generation. Child marriage not only causes women trafficking but also poses hindrance to
the woman empowerment and social development. The West Bengal government has launched
Kanyashree Prakalpa with a view to bringing more girl children to the periphery of education and
making them self reliant.

10-18 years being adolescent period, everyone starts building up his/her own life and
career during that period. Keeping in mind the empowerment of adolescent girl child the West
Bengal government revolutionized the women education so that the girl child might be
encouraged to do her higher studies. The Department of Women Development and Social
Welfare, Government of West Bengal has declared that every girl child upto 18 years is entitied
to get 500 rupees per annum under K1 Prakalpa, in case she continues her studies. In the
meantime that amount has been increased to Rs. 750 . The unmarried female students aged 18-




19 years will come under the jurisdiction of K2 Prakalpa and accordingly they are entitled to get
Rs. 25000 at a time. The chief minister has also declared that the female students who are willing
to avail post graduation will also come under K3 Prakalpa.

Education is a luxury item to most of the people living below poverty line in our country where
the people can hardly fulfill their basic needs like food and clothing. In view of the above
Kanyashree Prakalpa will surely help a lot in spreading education and empowering female
students.But it is sadly enough that the condition of girl children living in rural and slum areas
remains as same as before due to non-cooperation from the end of their parents. As a result the
girl child is either forced to get married at an early age or to elope with someone on her own
choice. Intensive campaign and awareness programme should be launched to overcome
difficulties in this regard.

Kanyashree Prakalpa was showered with national and international acclaim from within
and without the country. Kanyashree Prakalpa got Manthan award in 2014 for women
empowerment in South Asia and Asia Pacific. It also won 1st place in United Nations Public
Service Award, United Nations WSIS prize 2016, Stock award and order of merit 2015 for smart
governance.

The government of West Bengal launched many beneficiary Prakalpas for the welfare of
common people. Of them Kanyashree Prakalpa is the most favourite/prominent aiming at
alleviating child marriage and suffering of the girl students at the hand of their in-laws. Now
kanyashree becomes Biswashree. Really we are proud of this prakalpa.
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